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CONTINUING TO BE THE CHANGE!  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 
El Monte Middle School had 
another great week of instruction 
along with student engagement.  
It was great to return from 
Thanksgiving break refreshed and 
ready to put our best foot forward! 
 
As administration walked 
classrooms this week, we noticed 
teacher continuing to provide 
language targets that provide 
clarity for students.  A focused 
language target will ensure that 

students 
understand 
not only the 
discipline 
specific goal, 
but also the 

expectation of 
using the English 

language.  Thank you teachers for 
making this a priority and for 
always providing our students with 
quality instruction. 
 
This week, the staff also 
participated in a Holiday breakfast 
feast.  The staff came together 

and enjoyed fresh pozole, 
tamales, bunuelos, and Mexican 
bread.  It was great to see 
everyone enjoying this time as a 
Lobo team! I hope everyone has a 
great weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

12/10/19 El Monte Sports 
Banquet 5:00-6:00pm 

 

12/12/19  Ag Leadership 
Conference 

Speech & Debate 
Competition 

 

12/13/19 Mitsuoka Central Valley 
Reedley College 6th Gr 
College Study Trip 

Principal’s Note 

 

Ms. Fernandez teaching students how to appropriately mark the text 
in her 8th grade science class.  Thank you Ms. Fernandez for 
continuing to make reading comprehension a priority in your class! 

 

-Marlena 

#weareLOBOS! 
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COMMUNITY 

Please remember to attend extended 
intervention hours Tuesday - 
Thursday from 3:15 to 4:00pm. 
 
Saturday School will be offered 
12/7/2019 in the cafeteria from 
8:00am to 12:00; please attend! 
Students MUST have 95% 
attendance to be eligible.   
 
Pick up your registration form for our 
2nd Mother Daughter conference, 
which will be  
December 14, 2019 from 8:00am to 
2:00pm. 
If you are enrolled in our 
Afterschool Program, please see 
Amanda for a scholarship. 
 
El Monte Band will be participating in 
the Dinuba Christmas Parade.  
Please support our Band and join us 
in Dinuba at 5:30 on 12/7/2019. 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE & CAREER 
Reedley College is a public 
community college in Reedley, 
California. Reedley College is a part 
of the California Community Colleges 
system within the State Center 

Community College District 
(SCCCD). The college offers 
associate degrees and students can 
earn a Certificate of Completion or 
transfer to a 4-year university of their 
choice.  
Reedley College serves 
approximately 4,800 students. 
Reedley College is proud of its strong 
Ag Business Program, Aviation 
Maintenance Program, Athlete 
Retention Program and other 
occupational and developmental 
education programs. 
Fun Facts: On the RC website you 
can look up classes that have been 

canceled for the day! It is updated 
every day. 
Also, Fresno Pacific University is 
partnering up with RC. The Sunbirds 
will begin holding business classes at 
RC for the spring 2020 semester. 
Learn more at: 
https://www.reedleycollege.edu/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As teachers, we engage in Think 
Alouds on a very regular basis.  We 
want our students to see our own 
cognitive processes so they can do 
the same when exercising their 
critical thinking skills.  In their latest 
ASCD article, Doug Fisher and Nancy 
Frey point out an important issue with 
Think Alouds.  They state, “Although 
Thin Alouds have an 

air of 
spontaneity, 
the best of 
them are 
carefully 

planned. Off-
the-cuff Think 
Alouds tend 
to be 
unfocused 

and can leave students more 
confused.”  Please keep these great 
tips on how to get your students to 
Think Along more actively with you.  
  
Tip 1 - Name the strategy, skill, or 
task. "I'm going to think out loud 
about the repetition I noticed in this 
passage." 
  
Tip 2 - State the purpose of the 
strategy, skill, or task. "Good 
speakers and writers often repeat a 
key idea or two again and again. It 
makes the message stick. 
  
Tip 3 - Explain when an author or 
speaker would use this strategy. "So 
when would repetition be effective? 
The first thing that got me noticing 

there was going to be some repetition 
coming was the first line of the first 
paragraph: 'And remember, 
comrades.' Major [the character who 
inspires the animals' rebellion] is 
signaling to the other animals that 
something important is coming next." 
  
Tip 4 - Use analogies to link prior 
knowledge to new learning. "It's like 
when a politician gives a speech at a 
rally. They have a slogan that they 
repeat over and over so you 
remember it long after the speech is 
over." 
  
Tip 5 - Demonstrate how the skill, 
strategy, or task is completed. "I'm 
going to show you the repetition of a 
key idea I saw in the first paragraph. 
First Major says to 'Never listen to ….' 
Then he says, 'It is all lies.' At the end 
of the paragraph, he says, 'All men 
are enemies. All animals are 
comrades.' Three times he repeats 
the same idea: Don't listen to Man. 
He can't be trusted. All men are the 
enemy." 
  
Tip 6 - Alert learners to errors to 
avoid. "Speakers can use repetition 
pretty effectively, but I know I have to 
be on the lookout for how a repeated 
message can change. It's like the 
telephone game when you whisper a 
message to one person, who 
whispers it to another; by the time it 
gets back to the first person, the 
message is completely different. So 
first this character says never listen to 
humans, but the message changes. It 
shifts to 'all men are the enemy.' I 
want to be careful to not just listen to 
the repetition, but also pay attention 
to how he's changing the message. 
  
Tip 7 - Assess the use of the skill. 
"I'm going to make a note in the 
margin that there is some repetition 
happening, and I'm going to highlight 
those sentences where I saw it 
happening so I can come back to the 
original sentences to compare 
various messages if other characters 
in this chapter deliver a similar 
message. I want to be able to see if 
the message has stayed the same or 
has changed." 
  

-Marisol 

Counseling 
Center News 

-Lupita 

Coaches’ 
Collective 

-Larissa 

#weareLOBOS! 
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